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Iroquois Confederacy = Haudenosaunee (Phonetic=hoe-dee-nuh-so-nee)

People of the Extended House (a metaphor for the nations 
living together in peace under one common law)



• The Six Nations Indian Museum provides for the viewing of 3000-plus artifacts with an emphasis on the culture of 
the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy (Haudenosaunee). 

• Five of us visited and loved all the displays (well-described in the other reviews) but especially the history told by 
David and John Fadden. We had read a little about Iroquois history before we came, and especially the 
contribution of the Iroquois Law of Peace on the US constitution. Did you know the Iroquois are the oldest 
participatory democracy on the face of the earth? Well worth a visit.

• “A Best Kept Secret of the Adirondacks”
• This little museum in this tiny community, deep in the Adirondack Mountains, is an unheralded, under-visited 

gem. My first trip was when I was a child. In the 1970's I took my children. This time I took my grandson. 

“John Fadden, whose father began the museum in 1954, just happened to be there. His son was 
there as well and other family members nearby. 
“Mr. Fadden must have answered a 100 questions in the hour we spent looking at the extensive 
collection of Native American artifacts: from tomahawks to Sitting Bull's moccasins to 
pictographs of stories and to feathered headdresses. 
“With each item in the four room museum, Mr. Fadden had a story - wonderful ones about 
people who have come to see the museum (are you old enough to remember Buster Crabbe?) 
and how the displayed items came to be in their possession.
“You can view this little museum quickly, or you can take your time exploring the grounds outside 
as well as the inside ”

VISITOR REVIEWS FROM TRIP ADVISOR



Territory of Iroquois Confederacy of Six Tribes



The following photos are of some of the 
outdoor exhibits in the yard next to the 
museum. The painted wooden signs are 

mounted on the wood fence surrounding 
the yard.



Bark House & 
Longhouse frame



Summer Bark 
House



Samples of different fire pits Backlog fire



Trench hunting fire



Reflector Fire



Stone Hunter Fire

Fire in a hole Stewing Fire



Beans, 
Corn & 
Squash 
Grown 

on a hill 
together.



Three sisters planted together in the garden
Corn, Beans & Squash



Trail 
Signs



Tribal Government



Quote from E. T. Seton

Consciousness by Oren Lyons







When Tracks Spell War or Meat



Inside the museum, artifacts are 
mounted on the ceiling, rafters, and walls 

from top to bottom. The floor is also 
painted in significant patterns and colors. 



Leggings and 
moccasins 

mounted on 
the ceiling



Photos, 
maps and 

memorabilia 
mounted 
from the 

rafters to the 
floors.



Gifts on display in the 
gift shop

Regalia hanging from the 
rafters



1970s Indian 
Power 

Bumper 
Stickers

Wampum 
Prayer 

hangings



Artifacts are 
mixed with 
illustrated 

stories 
covering the 

walls 
everywhere.



Certificate for the 
Museum Founder from a 
Thankful Indian Nation

Illustrated 
stories and 
historical 
facts with 

photos and 
artifacts.





Notice the different painted symbols on the floors



Mohawk Children’s 
Moccasins ~ 1900

Corn Husk Moccasins 



Moccasins 
of Chief 

Two Strike 
who died in 

the 
Wounded 

Knee 
Massacre



Iroquois 
leggings & 
Bear claw 
necklace

Replica of the Tuscarora wampum belt given by the 
Tuscarora Nation to Joseph Elliott when they asked for 

the cession of a square mile of land for their reservation.



Iroquois pipes & Red 
Pipestone knife blade

Arrowheads, Pipes & 
other Native artifacts



Cree claw necklace



Haudenosaunee Bark House



Iroquois 
Bark 

House





Different Types of Wampum

Confession Wampum 
used by Handsome Lake 

followers.

Treaty Wampum Belt

Disk 
Wampum

Wampum 
Strings



Iroquois Condolence 
Wampum

The story of the people with 
white face record belt



Six Nation 
Tribal 

Wampum 
used in 
council 

meetings



Hiawatha Belt

38 rows of blue 
wampum with 

white wampum 
Tree of Life or 
Pine Tree in 

center and four 
squares 

representing 
different Iroquois 

nations, with 
lines between 

and at ends 
symbolizing the 
Path of Peace. 



Cree Necklace
This beaded tie and 
collar was presented 

to Falling Wind, 
Secretary of the 

Akwesasne Mohawk 
Nation by the Ute 

Nation of the far west 
at a Grand Council of 

the Six Nations at 
Canadaga.



Officials of the Indian Defense League before the 
United Nations World Press asking for justice





Native American 
Definitions



Song of the 
New Dawn

Being Indian is…
… watching John Wayne whip 
50 of your kind with a single-
shot pistol and a rusty pocket-
knife on the late show.
… having at least a dozen 
missionaries from twelve 
different faiths trying to save 
your heathen soul every year.
… fighting with the U.S. Army 
to save your country from the 
evils of communists, and 
against the U.S. Army on your 
reservation to keep the Corps 
of Engineers from stealing all 
your land.



Six Nations Temperance Flag

Quotes in support of Indians by 
US Army Gen. Miles & Col.  Dodge



Book of Common 
Prayer translated 

into Mohawk 
language by 

Captain Joseph 
Brant, an Indian 
of the Mohawk 

Nation, printed in 
London, England 

in 1787.



Village drawn on shelf fungus

Native paintings by John 
Fadden, grandson of Museum 

founder Ray Fadden.



Large Native painting 
by David Fadden, 

grandson of Museum 
founder Ray Fadden.

Entire painting is made 
up of the symbols 

shown below.



Large Native painting by John 
Fadden, grandson of Museum 

founder Ray Fadden.

Entire painting is made up of 
the symbols shown at right.
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